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Tear Sins Opialon No, 0-2912\

Res Proper method suring the
Aistanca of 200 feal the front

door of a church to the\front door
of an estad selllibear.
Your recent requasl’ r an opininn o s depart-

=ent upon the queatien &3 herein sbated Bas been

‘We quote miw@r follows:
dis

¥The quastian ses as Yo the proper method
of meam:i.ng 8 © three hundred feet

Irom the £ h to the front dooyr
of an aum

bewar. Bection 25(a),
,‘ \Xr ContzoX Act, rexds as foi-
sidners! Court of mmy

rrﬁory thersof outside .
t;lcéa and tovns and the
pitlies of any city or
/ within corporate limits of any

amh ty or tovn may prohibpit the sale
of ‘sleonollic beverages by any dealer
he the place of business of any much
asale 1a within three hundred (300)

aat /of any churoh, publlc school or
pu‘trlio hospitsal, the measurementa to be
ong the property lines oi thes atreet
fronts and from front doo» to front doox
and in dlrect line across intersection
where tThey vccur,'

"fhe questlon arises as to the proper construc-
%ion torlace upon the words ‘along the property lines
of +he street Tronits,' It becomes necessary to da-
cide this guesiion to detarmine vhether or not the
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front dosr of a retsil establiahment, operated.
hy Goaorzs Constandine of Wichita Folls, 1s with-
in three hundred faet of the front door of the'
Salvation Army Church, also In Wichita Falls,

"It is the beer vermiitee's contention that
the measurement should be mmde from the frond
door of the Salvation Army to the 2dgs of the
sidewalk and from there along the street to the
outar edge of the sidewslk to the first inter-
section; then directly across the street and
alongz the outer edge of the sidewalk to = woint
directly in front of the ceanter of ths front
door of (Jeorgs Constandine's establishment end
Irom there toc the front door of hils astablish-
ment.

"It is our contention that the measurement
should b¢ made from the edge of the front door
of ths Salvation Army Building nearest to Mr.
Constandine's front door directly along e line
vhich would run along the inside of the sidewallk
- Insvead of the cubtside of the sidewalis to & yoint
at ths cornsr of the bullding on the next street;
and then from that point scross the strest and
then alonz & llne following the inside edge of
the sidevalkr to the nearest edgo of the front
door of the Constardine establishment, rather
than to the center of that door.

"A plat of the relative locaticn of these
two bulldings and the front doors of sach, show-
inz the manmner in winlch each of the gbove-moentlon-
ed measurements can ve wade, is enclosed hevewith
and sttached hereto, aince it 1s virtually impos-
3ible to actuslly describe the relative locstions
of these two places together with the proposed
means of measuring the distance between the front
doora without studying s plat showing the exact
directions and relative locations. Thals plat
shiows Route #1, vhleh 18 a measurement along the
inside edges of the sidewalk, and Route #3, which
measures slong cutz=lde edges of the sidewalk; and
also the distance from the ountside edgs of the
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sidewvalk to the front door of each building.

"we deaire your opinion on ths proper manner
of measuring the dlstance between these two front
doors as shown on the enclosed plat. We desire
to knvo vhieh of the two proposed routes, Route
#1 or Route #3, 1s the corrsect manner of measuring
the distence between the two front doorsi and, if
nelther is tha oorreet method of making the mea-
surement,your opinion as to wvhethsr or not the
mosasurement should be made from the edge of the
front door of each plase-——that is, from tihe slde
cf the door nearest the other front door——or
vhether or not the measux-amnt shonld e mada from
the ecenter of each door.

Seetion 25(’3), Article I, Texas Liquor Control Act,
suprs, prov‘ldes in part that:

¥....the measurements to be along the pro-
perty lines of the street fromts end freom fromt
door to front door and in direct 1line across
Intersecilon where they occur,”

*

The courts of this state have not interpreted the
ebove mentioned act with reference to the manner or method
of measurement. However, we think that the statute 1s clear
and unambiguous and, &3 stated in the statubte, the measure-
ments are to be made slong the property lines of the street
fronts and from front door to front door and in direct line
across intersections where they occur. Plat of the ticénsed
State Land Surveyor accompanying your request shows ths $ro~-
perty line to be where the buildings and the sidewalks join,
Azsuming that the property lins, as shown by the survseyor 1s
correct, and c¢onforms with the correct plat showing the loca-
tion of the property line, and if =aid plat confirms thse plat
as made by the Surveyor &s to the location of the property
lins, it 1s our opinion that Route #1, es desigreted in the
rlat, 18 correct and should be Foilowed in malding the mesa-
surements. However, 1f the plat shows that ths property lines
ere along the curb, as dasignated by Route #3, in the surveyor's
rlat, then Route #3 would the proper lines sn which the mea-
surewents should be made,

In other words, 1t is our opinion that the measure-
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ments are to ve made along the property lines of the satiecet
fronts and from front door to front door and in direct line
across Iintersections where they occur and the proper route
to be followed 1s along sald property iines regardless where
thay are situated, =nd from front door to front door and in
direct line across intersections where they occur.

In this connectlon, w2 want to point out that the
statute does not specify whether the measuremsnt should be
made {rom the center or edge of ths door, ¥e think that is
immaterial from what portion of the front door the measure-
ment is made and that the statute would be complied with if
the measurement 1s made from eithar the edge or the centex
of said doors.

Trusting that the foregoing fully ansvers your in-
culry, we are '
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